Log #1

Initial Classroom Observations

NAME                                                
    


SECTION _______
1. For your initial observation activity, draw a map of the classroom on 8/2 by 11 paper.  Include the seating chart on this map and begin learning your students’ names.  

2. How is your school organized (PK-5,  K-5,  PK-6,  K-6, traditional, multiage, etc.)?  
3. Is your school in an urban, suburban, or rural area?  

4. How many classes at each grade level, special education support staff, specialists, etc. are there in your school?
5. Below you will find a list of rules and procedures that teachers must attend to well before the first day of school.  Record how these things are addressed in your field experience classroom.  You might want to make a copy of the set for your own future reference.

Elementary Classrooms
Information – Rules – Procedures

Complete only those that apply.
Student desks or tables:

Individual Students’ materials storage:

Group / table materials storage:
Additional classroom storage:
Distribution of materials:
Room library area:
In-class bathroom procedures / Hall pass procedures:
In-class water fountain procedures / Hall pass procedures:
Classroom sinks:

Pencil sharpener:

Centers procedures / rules:

Computer stations:

Lining up procedures
Clean-up procedures:

Entrance into the classroom:

Classroom signals:

Morning routines:

Taking attendance:

Protocol during PA announcements:
Fire drill procedures:

Weekly helpers organization and procedures:

Written assignment format (paper heading, use of pen or pencil, type of paper, etc.):

Where to put finished work:

Procedure for unfinished work:

Early finishers’ procedures:

Work that needs to be corrected by students:

Recording of class work and homework assignments:

Missing / incomplete / late work procedures:

How are in-class and homework assignments given and recorded (verbally only, chart, board, notebook, etc.)?

How do students stay current with assignments when they are absent?

Small group behavior expectations:

Behavior expectations on the rug area:

End-of-day gathering activity:

Dismissal procedures:

Other pertinent information about this classroom:

Log #2

PRIVATE 
Lesson Analysis
NAME                                                
    


SECTION _______

1.
You will be observing your cooperating teacher teach a lesson this week.  Any lesson will be appropriate as long as there is significant student-teacher engagement.  This does not have to be a direct instruction lesson, however, morning work time would not be appropriate for this log.  Ask ahead what lesson he/she would like you to observe for the purpose of analyzing lesson development.  Address the questions below as you observe:


A.
Briefly describe the transition into this lesson.


B.
How did the lesson actually begin?  What was the focus or motivation that the teacher used to engage the students in the lesson?


C.
What was the objective of the lesson?  Was it stated directly?   Was a rationale stated by the teacher for learning this content?  

D. What particular prerequisite skills, content knowledge, or behaviors were needed for the students to succeed in this lesson?

E.
Concisely describe the steps or procedures taken in this lesson.


F.
Describe how diversity was addressed in this lesson.

G. How did the teacher help the students construct their understanding of the


concepts presented?


H.
How did the teacher check the students’ understanding?  (This is not the same as your answer to "G" above.)


I.
How was closure on this lesson accomplished?


J.
Was there independent practice or other form of follow-up on this objective during class time?  Assigned for homework?


K.
How did the teacher deal with interruptions during this lesson?


L.
Any additional comments on the lesson itself?

M. What questions come to mind about teaching that have been raised as a

             result of your observation?  

             N.      Did you have any "Ah ha!" moments about teaching, learning, or yourself 



as you observed the instruction today?

O.
How would you describe this lesson?  How did your cooperating teacher describe this lesson?
Log # 3

Early Childhood—Centers
NAME                                                



SECTION ______     

1.
You will be observing your cooperating teacher work specifically with centers this week.  Ask ahead what he/she would like you to observe for the purpose of analyzing the children's center experience.  Address the questions below as you observe:

A.
Briefly describe the transition into the center time.  

B. 
Did the group learn any new center activities before beginning the rotation?
C. Briefly describe the centers by activity, academic content, and level of Bloom’s or Marzano’s taxonomy.


D.
What particular prerequisite skills, content, or behaviors were needed for students to succeed at these centers?


E.
Describe how diversity was addressed in these centers.


F.
Did these centers review previously taught material, practice skills, or introduce new material in the form of an exploration?  Would you describe the activities in any other ways?


G.
When he or she explained the directions for today's center activities, how did the teacher check the understanding of the students?  How could he or she tell that the students understood what they were to do?


H.
Did the centers run smoothly?  Why or why not?

I.
How was closure on the center time accomplished?


J.
What was the teacher doing during center time?


K.
How did the teacher deal with interruptions during center time?


L.
Any additional comments on this lesson?

M. What questions come to mind about teaching, learning, or that have been raised as a result of this observation?     
N. Did you have any "Ah ha!" moments as you observed the instruction

            today?
Log #4

The PRIVATE Brain-Considerate Classroom
(from Susan J. Kovalik and Karen D. Olsen – Exceeding Expectations: A User’s Guide to Implementing Brain Research in the Classroom – Books for Educators, Inc.  2001)tc  \l 1 "Brain-Considerate Classroom"
NAME                                        _____________        


SECTION ______


1. In your field experience classroom, look for the elements of brain-considerate classrooms. Create a web below, and record examples of the elements you see in blue.  If an element is not represented in the classroom, record in red what you would do or what you see being done that does not support this element.











Log #5

PRIVATE Cultural Awareness and Sensitivitytc  \l 2 "Cultural Awareness and Sensitivity"
NAME                                                



SECTION ______        



1.
Notice the diversity in your classroom in the following categories: age range, gender, culture or ethnicity (if known), or language.  How would you describe the diversity in your classroom?

List any holidays, holy days, or other observances of which the teacher needs to be aware.  If you do not know the significance of these holidays, find out. 

2.
What curricular adaptations, or professional habits does your cooperating teacher demonstrate that address cultural diversity?  Refer to recommended practices discussed in class and add anything innovative practices of your teacher’s that are culturally responsive.
3.
What questions come to mind after this learning log?  What are you curious about or want to know more about?  What would you want to share with our class about the diversity in your field experience?

Log #6

PRIVATE Instructional Modifications for Students with Exceptionalitiestc  \l 1 "Instructional Modifications for Exceptionalities"
NAME                                                



SECTION ______       


1. Without using any names, please describe any students receiving special education services in your field experience class—including the gifted.  What type of service does each student receive (resource room, full inclusion, enrichment, etc)  This question relates to the role of the special education teachers in your building, not regular classroom teachers.
2. Please describe any specific instructional modifications for students with exceptionalities (LD, EI, MI, gifted, physical, etc.) that the regular classroom teacher implements. If you can, find out about special education students' participation in physical wellness, art, or music classes?
3.
What questions come to mind after this learning log?  What are you curious about or want to know more about?  What would you want to share with our class about instructional modification for students in your field experience?

Log #7


Instructional Question Analysis
NAME                                                



SECTION _______      


1.
You will be working as an educational researcher today.  Negotiate with your cooperating teacher one thirty minute period to observe and record his or her instructional questions. Your assignment is to listen for questions asked during instructional time, record them verbatim, and then classify each question according to Bloom's or Marzano’s taxonomy.  
2.
What observations can you make about the role of questioning in instruction based on your research today?  


What did you notice about the behavior of the students, the content of their answers, and the teacher's response to both correct and incorrect answers?  


Was there a pattern to the questioning that you noticed?
Log #8

Multiple Intelligences
Name                                              ________


Section______________       


1.
Consider both of these questions, then respond to one given the circumstances in 
your field experience:



Describe a lesson you have observed in this class where the teacher utilized any of the multiple intelligences except for verbal-linguistic and logical-mathematical.




If you haven't seen one, reconceptualize a traditional lesson that you observed this week to include one or more of the other intelligences.

2.
This is a "free" response in that you may discuss anything in your field experience--or class experience--that is of interest to you.  What connections are you making at this point in the term?  What questions have been raised for you that have not been addressed in class?

Log #9

Cooperative Learning
NAME                                                



SECTION ______

1.
Reconceptualize a traditional lesson you have seen this week as a cooperative learning lesson.  If you see mainly cooperative learning or centers, rethink the objective of a lesson you have observed and discuss a different way of approaching it based on your knowledge of these children.

Log #10

Models of Teaching
NAME                                                



SECTION ______

1.
How would you describe the range of instructional approaches used by your cooperating teacher?  What models of teaching have you observed?  Ask your teacher whether there are models of teaching used in your field experience class that you have not seen (For example, you may never get a chance to see cooperative learning while you are there, but it is used in class nonetheless).  You must be specific and use your professional vocabulary in this response.  Your cooperating teacher may use different terminology.  Clarify terms if necessary.
2.
What memorable incident happened in your field experience this week that made you go "Hmmmm...."

Log #11

Working with Parents / Utilizing Community Resources 
Name:_______________________________________  Section:______________

1. Ask your cooperating teacher to describe how they work with parents in the following areas:


Parent Teacher Conferences

Handling phone calls and notes from parents

Report Cards

Addressing children’s inappropriate behaviors

Addressing children’s academic difficulties
2. Does your cooperating teacher work with community organizations, if so in what way?
Log #12

Technology in the Classroom
Name                                              ________

Section______________     

1. Consider the technology used routinely in your classroom.  Analyze the software programs in use in your classroom or computer lab as to their effects on students’ critical thinking.

2. Do the students have Internet access?  Reflect on the use of any other technology in the classroom to enhance the students’ critical thinking.   
3. What kinds of technology are teachers in your district using as part of their daily routines?  Do they have Internet access at school?
4. What kinds of technology inservice programs are given regularly in your district?  Are new teachers required to have specific skills in technology when they are hired?

Log #13

Physical Education
Name                                              ________

Section______________   

1. Observe the Physical Education specialist in your field experience school and, if possible, ask to speak with him or her.  What are the main skills taught in early childhood?  In upper elementary PE?  How does the Physical Education specialist know what to teach for each grade level in the district?   
Log #14

Music or Art Specialist
Name                                              ________ 

Section______________    

1. Observe the Music or Art specialist in your field experience school, and ask to speak with him or her. What are the main skills or concepts taught in early childhood Music or Art?  In upper elementary music or Art?  

Log #15

Mathematics Instruction

Name                                              ________

Section______________   

1. Ask your cooperating teacher to briefly describe his or her approach to mathematics instruction.  Summarize what you hear, then describe it in terms of the concepts we have been using in class (behaviorist, mastery learning, direct instruction, problem solving, constructivist, cooperative learning, etc.).

2. Does your district use a mandated math textbook series? If so, what is your teacher’s opinion of the series?

3. How or to what extent does your cooperating teacher use teachers’ manuals in planning for math instruction?  Ask your teacher what elements in these manuals he or she appreciates and what might be done to improve them.

4. This is a “free” response in that you may discuss anything in your field  experience- or class experience—that is of interest to you.  What connections are you making at this point in the term?  What questions have been raised for you that have not been addressed in class?  How would you describe your comfort or discomfort level in this field experience?
Log #16

Social Studies Instruction
Name                                              ________

Section______________   

1. Ask your cooperating teacher about the use of concepts and generalizations in social studies instruction.

2. How does your teacher organize the social studies curriculum?  Are units integrated, theme-based, or taught with a single-subject organization?
3. Does your teacher work with your state benchmarks directly, the district curriculum documents, or both?  How much discretion does your teacher have with developing original curriculum?
4. Does your district have a mandated textbook series in social studies?  If so, what is your teacher’s opinion of the series?

5. This is a “free” response in that you may discuss anything in your field  experience- or class experience—that is of interest to you.  What connections are you making at this point in the term?  What questions have been raised for you that have not been addressed in class?  How would you describe your comfort or discomfort level in this field experience?
Log #17

Science Instruction
Name                                              ________


Section______________       
1. Ask your cooperating teacher about his or her use of the following methods or materials for science instruction.  Ask why or why not these methods or materials are used:

a. Textbooks

b. Scientific journals, magazines, newspapers
c. Teacher demonstrations
d. Hands-on experiments
e. Field trips

2. Find out how much time per day or per week is spent in teaching science.  Is science integrated with other subjects?  If so how is this done?

3. How do teachers receive funds for science experiments or materials from the school district?   Are there alternative funding sources available for materials?

Log #18

Unit Development and Organization
Name                                              ________

Section______________   

1. Describe a unit that you have seen taught in your field experience.  Ask your cooperating teacher how the content and learning experiences were chosen.  If this was a team-taught or team-developed unit, ask your teacher about the collaborative process involved.  Ask one of the students which lesson or part of the unit was her favorite and why.  Record any of your personal observations about this unit. 

Log #19

Assessment and Evaluation
Name                                              ________


Section______________   

1. Describe the assessment tools or procedures used by your teacher.  How would you describe the types of assessment you have seen used in this field experience (traditional, authentic, performance, etc.)?
2.  
What system is used in your district for recording student progress (percentages, narrative description, letter grades, etc.)
Log #20
Classroom / School / District-Wide Behavior Management

Name ________________________________________

Section ___________
1.
Does your teacher employ any particular behavior management philosophy or program (Love and Logic, Glasser, conflict resolution, Assertive Discipline, Life Skills and Lifelong Guidelines) in your field experience classroom?  Please describe any philosophy or system in use.
2. Is this philosophy or program either school-wide or district-wide?

3.
Does this program appear to be successful in your field experience classroom?
Log #21

Final Log – Self-Analysis
This is your final field experience log of the semester.  Discuss these aspects of your class performance and field experience in detail.
1. How you have grown as a developing teacher this semester?
2. Please discuss how you believe you contributed to our classes this semester.  How did you help to make these classes a more meaningful experience for us all?

3. What personal and professional goals have you set for either student teaching or your next education course?



Brain Compatible Elements





Absence of Threat in Class 





Content is Meaningful to Students





Instructional and Assessment Choices





Adequate Time to Complete Work





Enriched Environment in the Classroom





Opportunities for Movement





Collaboration 


With Classmates





Immediate Feedback


on School Work





Mastery and Application


of Knowledge and Skills








